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THE PURCHASE OF THE CRAME
By Cyri1l Kornbluth

With this writing I forsake my long
accustomed and gravely cherished urban-
ity, and stoop to so unnolite a thinge
as warnine. The impulse so to do I take
to be an indication of a comins state 1n
which suéh admonition will be nearly im=-
possible, and so I here tell my little
tale, '

Not unthinkably long ago, I apparent=-
ly made some blasphemous and’semi-hinding
oath, This I do not rememher, bhut one
night there came into my’dreams a courier
who made reference to it, and indicated
the willinegmess of his c¢hief to carry out
one side of the compact. Urhancly cager
to see what of the world and its marvels’
might present themselves to me in my day,
I followed him to what he announced to be
a traditional mart of such transactions
as were similar to mine.

I gurveved the numerous pretty’little
booths, grouped‘in a hollow square, and,
as was my habit, chose the meanest of
them to entere. Within the crame was a
shelf, balanced wherein were numerous tiny
oddments, of divers shapes and imoorts;



———————————— the phantaﬁranh~--——~——~—~~-»

and a table bearing naper, nen, and ink,
The latter were fully intelilplhle to
me, wherefore I busied mvself with an
insgection of the arraved trinkets.,
ot too lone did I wait Wefore the

keeper apneared, Discreetly, I‘eyed his
feet, and they were not c lovien ="ht. Sl
thought it most advisable that-I rerard
not his face. There were words, and‘there
was a writing and sealine of Dapefs and

, having promised to pay in full, wag
free to choose my desire of the’ oddments
and that which thev represented. Resolved
not te®“be hested in bargain,’I chose
wisely, and, I thourht, well, tut when I
had selected more than half of the images
snd announced that I had done, I gensed
that the keeper of the booth was smiline
broadly and with a wisdom offensively
beyond mine.

The documents and trinkets were burn-
ed and melted together over a balnéum
mariae of no remarkable properties, and
I was free to ¢e, knowing that the party
of the first part would be more than
glad to fulfill his oblications concern-
ine me,

I awoke in bed and thousht of that
whicéh had ocecunied the nirht, The imagés
had, at least, heen carefully selected,

& proudlv assured mvself, S0 that I'sheuld
get the full of the Haroaln s worth, There
had been‘an arrow, that meant strensth on
the hunt, and there had been a heast’that
combined the tortoise and the parrost, and
there had heen a michty “ist, and there
had‘been‘a joustines lance, aﬂﬁ a macrician's
cap, and, amongs the‘other o &l AReARE
eloguent for itself , but mot neditely to
be described,

(To ne conclued in the Mareh 1s sue)



THE PROGRAM
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ACT ONE, Madrid-Barcelona, Timé, the mnreaent
ACT T¥O, Paris in sprinctime, durine the

iege
ACT THREE, London, Bank Holidav, after
an alr raid
ACT FOUR, a short time later in the
UeSehAoe

EAT ZEPHYR CHOCOLATES
(d0 not run for the exit in case of fire
the Rome-Berlin Theater has no exits)
SUZANNE BRASSIERES FOR PERFECT
FORM

CAST, IN THE ORDER OF DISAPPEARANCE
Infants
women and children -
soldiers, sailors, miscellaneous
crowds

With-2,000 wounded and- 1,000 dead
10,000 wounded and 5,000 dead
100,000 wounded and 50,000’dead
10,000,000 wounded and 5,070,000 Aead

(Scenes bv Neville Chamherlain
costumes, courtesy of Dalndler
Spanish Emhargo by the U.3, Concress
music and lightine by Pius XI)

SMOKE EL DEMOCRACIES
TRY THE NEW GOLGOTHA FOR COCKTATILS
AFTER THE SHOW, &0 -
--Kenneth Fearing,1938 (I)
("Dead Reckonine" Rand~m House)



